


Learning Objectives

Students should be able to:
* Define smallpox
ldentify symptoms
|dentify risk factors
Name some of the causes
Link prevention and intervention




Small pox is a highly contagious human disease caused
by the virus variola. There are two strains of the virus:
variola major, which is more severe (20-40% mortality
rate) and variola minor (1% mortality rate).
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The virus penetrates the lungs, enters the host's blood and
infects the internal organs. Reenters the blood and infects the
skin which results in a rash.




Symptoms: 102 F or greater
Headache
Backache
Abdominal pain
Vomiting
Diarrhea
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Treatment

 No treatment exists
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Review Questions

What is the name of the virus that causes smallpox?

List 3 of the 6 symptoms?

Only humans are carriers of smallpox. T/F

What is the age group most affected by smallpox?

Vaccination is the only prevention of smallpox. T/F




